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ILLUSTRATIONS

GOVARDHANAGIRIDHARI: Krishna holding up the Govardhana mountain as the cows and
cowherds watch; Channakeshava Temple, Belur, Karnataka, 1117 C.E. p 5

PLATE I: The first leat of the palm leaf manuscript. Notice the pretty designs at the ends of the
top and bottom images. The date when Ramannaiah began the manuscript and his family tree are in

the first few lines of the leaf. p 51

PLATE II: (a) Table of Contents by Ramannaiah. (b) Leaf 222 (first half) The concluding part of
the tenth Skandha. Notice the pretty designs at the ends. (c) Leaf 222 (right half) The concluding
part of the tenth Skandha. The words “Sadananda Yogindra Nityatma™ are in the last line. p 52

PLATE III: (a) Leaf 20: The top section is deliberately mutilated by someone. (b) Leaf 97: This leaf
was added as an addendum by some one at a later date. .(c) Leaf 195: The line in the middle of the
leaf is caused by a sharp needle jabbed through the stack p 53

PLATE IV: A part of the family tree of Ramannaiah, who etched the palm leaf manuscript of the
Bhagawatha. The line of his ancestors is from the first leaf of the manuscript. Holalkere
Chandrasekhar is the editor and transcriber of the manuscript. p 54

VAMANAVATAR: King Bali offers Vamana, the dwarf, a gift by pouring sacred water on his palm;
Vamana assumes the colossal form of Trivikrama; Hoysaleshvara Temple, Halebid, Karnataka, 1141
C.E. (Courtesy Sharat Valluri) p 55

VARAHAVATARA: Vishnu as a wild boar lifts the earth submerged in water and slays Hiranyaksha;
Hoysaleshvara Temple, Halebid, Karnataka, 1141 C.E. (Courtesy Sharat Valluri) p 132

THE WEDDING OF SHIVA AND PARVATTI: Elephanta Caves in an island across Bombay,
India, 8th Century C.E. p 197

MATSYAVATARA: Vishnu as a giant fish saves Priyavrata and the life forms from the deluge of

Pralaya, Q sixth century sandstone relief from central India. p325

NARASIMHAVATAR: Ugra Narasimha, Chennakeshava Temple, Belur, Karnataka, 1117 C.E. (Cour-
tesy Sharat Valluri) p 386

SAMUDRA MATHANA: An eighteenth century painting from central India depicting the Churn-
ing of the Ocean of Milk, The British Museum, LLondon p 448
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